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naamsa RELEASES AUGUST 2026 NEW VEHICLE SALES STATS 

SOUTH AFRICA'S VEHICLE MARKET SUSTAINS DOUBLE-DIGIT 
GROWTH AS AUTOMOTIVE TRANSITION ACCELERATES 

 

 
PRETORIA: Tuesday, September 01, 2026: South Africa's new vehicle market sustained strong 
momentum in August 2026, with aggregate sales increasing by 11,4% year-on-year to 57,898 units. 
However, vehicle exports declined by 11,9% to 35,091 units, reinforcing the need to strengthen 
industrial competitiveness and translate improving domestic demand into local production, 
localisation, investment and employment. 
 
New Energy Vehicle [NEV] adoption is also accelerating. In the first seven months of 2026, 16,289 
NEVs were sold, already equal to 97,5% of total 2025 NEV sales and above the 15,596 units recorded 
in 2024. The year-to-date mix comprises 8,078 hybrids, 5,851 plug-in hybrids and 2,360 battery 
electric vehicles, showing that consumers are adopting multiple electrified technology pathways. 
 
Overall, out of the total reported industry sales of 57,898 vehicles, an estimated 47,364 units, or 81,8%, 
represented dealer sales, an estimated 13,4% represented sales to the vehicle rental industry, 2,4% to 
government sales, and 2,4% to industry corporate fleets. 
 
The August 2026 new passenger car market reached 41,216 units, reflecting an increase of 4,269 
units, or 11,6%, compared to the 36,947 new cars sold in August 2025. Car rental sales accounted 
for 17,2% of new passenger vehicles sold during the month. Domestic sales of new light commercial 
vehicles (bakkies and mini-buses) reached 13,727 units during August 2026, recording an increase 
of 1,358 units, or 11,0%, compared to the 12,369 units sold in August 2025. 
 
Sales in the medium and heavy commercial vehicle segments reflected positive structural dynamics. 
Medium commercial vehicles reached 805 units in August 2026, showing a gain of 113 units, 
or 16,3%, compared to the 692 units sold in August 2025; while heavy trucks and buses at 2,150 
units in August 2026 reflected a gain of 198 units, or 10,1%, compared to the 1,952 units sold in 
August 2025.  
 
Vehicle export sales reached 35,091 units, a downward shift of 4,742 units, or 11,9%, compared to 
the 39,833 units exported in the corresponding month last year. 



 

 

2 Our Assets    SA Auto Week | naamsa Dreams Academy | Autolytics Bank | naamsa Accelerator Awards 

 
NEW ENERGY VEHICLE (NEV) ADOPTION MAINTAINS MOMENTUM 
 
South Africa's NEV market recorded 3,096 sales in July 2026, more than double the 1,506 units sold 
in July 2025. Year-to-date NEV sales reached 16,289 units, an 88,0% increase compared with the 
corresponding period in 2025 and equal to 4,4% of total domestic new vehicle sales through July. 
 
The 2026 year-to-date NEV mix comprises 8,078 HEVs, 5,851 PHEVs and 2,360 BEVs, reflecting 
growing consumer choice across hybrid, plug-in hybrid and battery electric technologies. Collectively, 
plug-in vehicles accounted for 54,4% of NEV sales during July, overtaking traditional hybrids and 
signalling a deepening of South Africa's electrification transition. Electrified commercial vehicles are 
also beginning to emerge across light, medium and extra-heavy applications, extending the transition 
beyond the passenger vehicle market. 
 
For naamsa, the key policy imperative is to support an adaptable, multi-pathway transition while 
converting growing domestic NEV demand into local manufacturing, component production, 
investment, skills and employment. 
 
 
MACROECONOMIC CONDITIONS SUPPORT DEMAND, BUT OPERATING COST PRESSURES 
REMAIN UNEVEN 
 
The macroeconomic environment provided a more supportive backdrop for new vehicle demand 
during August 2026, although the benefits were unevenly distributed between private motorists and 
commercial operators. Headline consumer inflation moderated to 4,3% in July 2026 from 5,0% in June, 
supported by lower transport inflation and slower food price increases. Together with the South African 
Reserve Bank's decision to maintain the repo rate at 7,00%, with the prime lending rate at 10,50%, this 
provided greater stability in the affordability environment facing households and prospective vehicle 
buyers.  
 
For the new vehicle market, these conditions are important. Vehicle purchases remain particularly 
sensitive to financing costs, household disposable income and total cost of ownership. The 
combination of moderating inflation and stable interest rates therefore provided some relief to 
consumers navigating still-elevated living and borrowing costs. Rather than signalling a return to 
inexpensive credit, the August market performance suggests that greater economic stability, 
improving product choice and more predictable financing conditions are helping to support vehicle 
demand. 
 
Fuel-price movements, however, produced a markedly different experience for private motorists and 
commercial operators. The reinstatement of the General Fuel Levy from 1 July 2026 added R1,50 per 
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litre to petrol and R1,96 per litre to diesel, establishing a higher underlying tax component in fuel costs. 
For private motorists, subsequent fuel-price reductions provided some offset: petrol declined by 52 
cents per litre from 5 August, following reductions of between R1,96 and R2,01 per litre in July. These 
adjustments provided some relief to household mobility costs and complemented the relative stability 
in financing conditions.  
 
Commercial operators faced a more challenging cost environment. Wholesale diesel prices increased 
by between 123,44 cents and 138,44 cents per litre during August, intensifying operating-cost 
pressures across freight, logistics and commercial vehicle fleets. This divergence is particularly 
significant for the automotive market because commercial vehicle purchasing decisions are strongly 
influenced by utilisation rates, fuel costs and whole-life operating economics.  
 
Against these pressures, the continued growth recorded across several commercial vehicle 
categories provides an important signal of underlying market resilience. However, the divergence 
between improving conditions for private motorists and elevated operating costs for commercial fleets 
reinforces the increasing importance of total cost of ownership, vehicle efficiency and technology 
choice in purchasing and investment decisions. 
 
For naamsa, the broader policy signal extends beyond monthly affordability conditions. A sustainable 
automotive market requires an economic environment that supports both consumer demand and 
productive investment. Macroeconomic stability, competitive vehicle financing, energy and logistics 
costs, infrastructure efficiency and industrial competitiveness ultimately determine whether growing 
domestic demand can be translated into greater local production, investment, employment and 
exports. naamsa will therefore continue to leverage data-driven market intelligence to inform policy 
engagement and advance the long-term competitiveness and transformation of the South African 
automotive industry. 
 
INDUSTRY NOTE: VOLKSWAGEN MARKS 75 YEARS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
 
As South Africa's automotive industry looks towards its next era of growth and technological 
transformation, naamsa also joins the industry in celebrating Volkswagen's 75 years in South Africa. 
The milestone is a reminder that the country's automotive industry has been built through decades of 
sustained investment, manufacturing capability, skills development, supplier development and 
integration into global automotive value chains. 
 
Volkswagen's journey in South Africa also speaks to the enduring value of long-term industrial 
commitment. At a time when the domestic market is expanding, NEV adoption is accelerating and 
global automotive technologies are changing rapidly, the challenge before South Africa is to build on 
this industrial heritage and ensure that the next generation of vehicles, technologies and components 
increasingly creates value within the domestic economy. 
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naamsa congratulates Volkswagen on this significant milestone and recognises the employees, 
suppliers, dealers, communities and generations of South Africans who have contributed to its 75-year 
journey. 
 
As we celebrate this important chapter in South Africa's automotive history, our collective focus must 
also remain firmly on the future: protecting and expanding the country's manufacturing base, 
deepening localisation, developing new capabilities and positioning South Africa competitively for the 
transition to lower- and zero-emission mobility. 
 
 

STATEMENT ENDS 

 
ABOUT THE SA AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 

• the automotive industry contributes 5.2% to GDP [3.3% manufacturing and 1.9% retail]; 
• in 2025, the export of vehicles and automotive components reached a record amount of R291.0 billion, equating 

to 15.6% of South Africa’s total exports; 
• the industry accounts for 23.8% of the country’s manufacturing output; 
• vehicles and components are exported to 154 international markets; 
• the manufacturing segment employs 113,000 people; and 
• combined with multiplier effects, the industry sustains 498,000 jobs across the formal economy. 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
• Since 2021, naamsa introduced associate membership with tangible benefits including industry data access and 

visibility; 
• naamsa represents 42 companies manufacturing, assembling, distributing and importing new vehicles; 
• Our vision is to be the most credible and respected automotive industry thought leader and partner for a globally 

competitive and transformed South African auto sector; 
• Enquiries: Dr Paulina MAMOGOBO, Chief Economist - Paulina@naamsa.co.za; 
• Contact: +27 12 807 0152 | +27 64 509 3677; and 
• Website: www.naamsa.co.za., naamsa OFFICES: PRETORIA | Tuesday, September 01, 2026.                                                   


