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naamsa RELEASES JUNE 2026 NEW VEHICLE SALES STATS  

DOMESTIC VEHICLE SALES DRIVE FIRST-HALF GROWTH 
MOMENTUM DESPITE EXPORT HEADWINDS 

 
PRETORIA: Wednesday, July 01, 2026:  South Africa's new vehicle market extended its growth 
momentum in June, while navigating a demanding domestic economic landscape during the month, in  
high inflation, and interest rate domestic operating environment.  

June's performance is particularly noteworthy given the contraction in consumer con>dence recorded 
during the second quarter of 2026. While households and businesses have become increasingly cautious 
amid rising fuel costs and broader economic uncertainty, vehicle demand remained underpinned by 
essential mobility needs and ongoing economic activity. The ability of the market to sustain growth in a 
more uncertain economic environment underscores the essential nature of domestic product offerings and 
the continued role of the automotive sector in enabling economic participation, trade and logistics activity 
across the country. 

Aggregate domestic new vehicle sales in June 2026 reached 54,482 units, the best overall June monthly 
performance since 2007, representing an increase of 7,213 units, or 15,3%, compared to the 47,269 
vehicles sold in June 2025. In contrast, export volumes decreased to 33,879 units, a contraction of 6,9% 
relative to the 36,377 units shipped in June 2025.  

Overall, out of the total reported industry sales of 54,482 vehicles, an estimated 47,368 units, or 86,9%, 
represented dealer sales, an estimated 7,8% represented sales to the vehicle rental industry, 2,8% to 
government sales, and 2,5% to industry corporate fleets. 

The June 2026 new passenger car market at 38,393 units recorded an increase of 5,882 units, or 18,1%, 
compared to the 32,511 new cars sold in June 2025. Car rental sales accounted for 9,7% of new passenger 
vehicles sold during the month. Domestic sales of new light commercial vehicles (bakkies and mini-buses) 
at 13,171 units during June 2026 recorded a gain of 1,016 units, or 8,4% compared to the 12,155 units sold 
in June 2025.  

Sales in the medium and heavy commercial vehicle segments reflected a positive performance during 
June 2026. Medium commercial vehicle sales at 647 units recorded a 0,6% increase compared to the 643 
units sold in June 2025, while heavy trucks and buses, at 2,271 units, reflected a 15,9% increase compared 
to the 1,960 units sold in June 2025. 
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Exports remained under pressure in June 2026, with vehicle export sales reaching 33,879 units, down 
2,498 units, or 6,9%, compared to the 36,377 units exported in the corresponding month last year.  

SHIFTING MACROECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND MARKET RESILIENCE 

The domestic new vehicle market continued to outperform market expectations in the month of June, 
supported by essential mobility needs, replacement demand cycles, fleet renewal activity, and stronger 
government procurement. Contrary to broader cyclical pressures, whereby the broader economic 
environment became increasingly constrained during the second quarter of 2026, driven by a sharp 
increase in fuel prices, rising inflation risks, and tighter >nancial conditions, the domestic new vehicle 
market continued to demonstrate resilience. This performance was further underpinned by robust 
government fleet purchases, with passenger vehicle acquisitions increasing by 22.1% and light commercial 
vehicle (LCV) purchases rising by 41.8% compared to the corresponding period, providing additional 
support to overall domestic market demand 

Looking ahead, there are encouraging signs that conditions may gradually improve for South African 
consumers. The latest Absa Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) suggests that some of the cost pressures 
experienced during recent months may have begun to ease towards the end of June, supported by lower 
global oil prices following the easing of geopolitical tensions and improved supply conditions. While 
manufacturing demand remains subdued, the improvement in forward-looking business sentiment points 
to the possibility of a more stable economic environment in the months ahead. Should these trends be 
sustained, consumers could bene>t from moderating inflationary pressures, more stable fuel prices, and 
improved affordability, all of which would support household con>dence and create a more favourable 
environment for new vehicle purchases. 

LOGISTICS IMPROVEMENTS SIGNAL OPERATIONAL GAINS 

Even as broader economic challenges persist, the medium and heavy commercial vehicle (MHCV) 
segment is beginning to reflect encouraging signs of improving economic activity and business confidence. 
Demand for commercial vehicles remains closely linked to investment, freight movement, construction, 
mining, agriculture, and logistics activity. The continued operational improvements across South Africa's 
logistics network therefore provide an important foundation for future market growth. Notably, the 2025 
World Bank Container Port Performance Index, produced in partnership with S&P Global Market 
Intelligence, ranked Durban as the most improved container port globally, while both Gqeberha and Ngqura 
featured among the world's top-performing ports for year-on-year improvements. These gains, supported 
by higher berth utilisation, improved equipment availability, operational reforms, and greater private-sector 
participation, together with Transnet's reported increase in vessel traffic and cargo throughput during 
FY2025/26, point to a gradual strengthening of freight and trade activity. For the MHCV market, these 
developments are encouraging, as improving logistics efficiency and higher freight volumes typically 
translate into increased fleet utilisation, stronger replacement demand, and renewed investment in 
commercial vehicles over the medium term. 

naamsa remains committed to providing data-driven insights on economic and market trends, to support 
informed decisions as the automotive industry navigates an evolving economic landscape. 

STATEMENT ENDS 
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ABOUT THE SA AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 
• the automotive industry contributes 5.2% to GDP [3.3% manufacturing and 1.9% retail]; 
• in 2025, the export of vehicles and automotive components reached a record amount of R291.0 billion, equating 

to 15.6% of South Africa’s total exports; 
• the industry accounts for 23.8% of the country’s manufacturing output; 
• vehicles and components are exported to 154 international markets; 
• the manufacturing segment employs 113,000 people; and 
• combined with multiplier effects, the industry sustains 498,000 jobs across the formal economy. 

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 
• Since 2021, naamsa introduced associate membership with tangible benefits including industry data access and 

visibility; 
• naamsa represents 42 companies manufacturing, assembling, distributing and importing new vehicles; 
• Our vision is to be the most credible and respected automotive industry thought leader and partner for a globally 

competitive and transformed South African auto sector; 
• Enquiries: Dr Paulina MAMOGOBO, Chief Economist - Paulina@naamsa.co.za; 
• Contact: +27 12 807 0152 | +27 64 509 3677; and 
• Website: www.naamsa.co.za. 
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