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AUTO INDUSTRY FIRST BLACK SOUTH AFRICAN CEO CELEBRATED 
 

 

 
 

The National Association of Automobile Manufacturers of South Africa [NAAMSA] announced that it was very 

pleased that the industry was pressing ahead with its commitment towards the transformation agenda of the 

automotive sector in the country. This affirmation came after Billy Tom was appointed as the CEO and Managing 

Director of Isuzu Motors South Africa from 01 June 2020. “In line with one of our strategic objectives, 

transformation for the automotive sector is an imperative to the success and the sustainability of the industry”, 

said Michael Mabasa, NAAMSA CEO.   
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National Association of Automobile Manufacturers of South Africa [NAAMSA] 
“the most credible and respected thought leader and partner of a globally competitive and transformed  

automotive industry that actively contributes to the sustainable development of South Africa” 

Mabasa said that the transformation ambition is to grow the South African automotive industry through the 

acceleration of employment of black South Africans, particularly in senior management levels, upskilling of black 

employees, empowerment of dealerships and authorised repair facilities, and substantially increasing the 

contribution of black-owned automotive component manufacturers within the automotive supply chain. “Our 

commitment to transformation is solid and we are very pleased that Isuzu has taken a lead in appointing a South 

African as its CEO and MD. The Isuzu Board has reaffirmed our collective commitment to a substantive and 

meaningful transformative agenda that will change the industry forever, said Mabasa. 

 

He said Naamsa was very pleased with Mr. Tom’s appointment at Isuzu because he will carry overall responsibility 

for the company’s manufacturing, distribution and sales operations in South Africa as well as its exports into 

Sub-Saharan Africa markets. Isuzu Motors South Africa is a wholly-owned subsidiary of internationally based 

Isuzu Motors Limited with its head office and assembly plants located in Port Elizabeth and its sales and marketing 

office in Johannesburg.  The company assembles Isuzu bakkies and trucks which are sold through its network 

of 79 dealers in South Africa and 29 in key Sub-Saharan Africa markets. 

 

Mr. Tom will serve on the Naamsa CEO Council effective immediately and participate as a Board Member of the 

Association of African Automotive Manufacturers [AAAM]. He has over 22 years’ experience in the automotive, 

banking and FMCG sectors. He started his career at Distell and then worked at SABMiller, Standard Bank, General 

Motors and finally at Coca-Cola Beverages South Africa/Abi, where he spent his last 12 years. His most recent 

role there was as General Manager: Alternative Revenue Streams, where he was responsible for soft drinks 

exports into Africa, Asia, and Australasia. In addition to this he looked after Venturing and Emerging brands, 

which was focused on introducing new brands into the market, together with a coffee business.  Prior to this he 

was General Manager for the Inland Region, which had the biggest geography, spanning across 46% of the 

company’s territory in South Africa.  Between 2007 and 2016 he filled various Commercial roles ranging from 

Area Manager to District Manager and Acting General Manager. Prior to this at General Motors he was involved 

in setting up the premium vehicle channel, which led to the launch of the Cadillac and HUMMER brands and 

dealerships in South Africa. Billy has a Bachelor of Commerce Degree [Rhodes University] and a Master of 

Business Leadership Degree [UNISA]. ENDS 

 

ABOUT THE SA AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 

▪ the automotive industry contributes 6.9% to GDP [4.4% manufacturing and 2.5% retail]; 

▪ total automotive revenue in South Africa amounted to R503 billion in 2018; 

▪ in 2018, the export of vehicles and automotive components reached a record amount of R178,8 billion, equating to 

14,3% of South Africa’s total exports; 

▪ the industry accounts for 30.1% of the country’s manufacturing output; 

▪ vehicles and components are exported to a record 155 international markets; 

▪ we are the country’s 5th largest exporting sector out of all 104 sectors and accounts 13.9% of total exports; 

▪ the manufacturing segment of the industry presently employs more than 110,000 people across its various tiers of 

activity [from component manufacturing to vehicle assembly]; 

▪ combined with the industry’s strong multiplier effect, the industry is responsible for approximately 457,000 jobs 

across the South African economy’s formal sector. 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 

▪ NAAMSA is a pre-eminent industry representative that actively and responsibly represents, promote, advance and 

protect the interests of local manufacturers and assemblers of passenger, light and heavy commercial vehicles as 

well as major importers and distributors of new vehicles in South Africa.  We represent 41 companies; 

▪ Our vision is to the most credible and respected thought leader and partner of a globally competitive and transformed 

automotive industry that actively contribute to the sustainable development of South Africa; 

▪ Enquiries:  Michael M. MABASA, Chief Executive Officer, mike@naamsa.co.za,  

▪ Contact Numbers: +27 12 807 0152 or +27 82 909 6621; 

▪ More information can be found on www.naamsa.co.za. 
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