
 

 

 

 

FOREWORD - SA AUTO WEEK 2024 

Mr. Billy TOM, naamsa President  

 

The third iteration of this prestigious annual edition of the SA Auto Week 

was hosted for the first time outside of the Gauteng Province at the Cape 

Town International Convention Centre from 15 to 18 October 2024. The 

theme for the 2024 SA Auto Week was: "Re-imagining the Future, 

TOGETHER: Celebrating Automotive Heritage, Passion, Resilience, 

and Ingenuity". This year’s theme was deliberately chosen as the 2024 

edition marked a special milestone - the centenary celebration of vehicle 

manufacturing in the country.  

 

In celebrating 100 years of automotive manufacturing, South Africa not 

only honours its rich heritage but also aligns itself with global leaders, 

showcasing its contributions to innovation, quality, and industry growth, 

further positioning itself for future industry shifts. The centennial 

celebration is more than a historic moment; it is a declaration that South 

Africa and its people have earned their place among the world’s 

automotive pioneers, driving forward with the same spirit of excellence 

and innovation. 

 

In the same vein, naamsa is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2025. The 

2024 SA Auto Week served as a precursor to this important milestone, 

setting the agenda for the next 100 years, during which naamsa will 

continue to pioneer the industry. naamsa has grown from strength to  



 

 

 

strength now representing 56 individual brands and growing every year. 

The work naamsa has done with both industry and government has 

continuously strengthened South Africa’s value proposition, attracting 

more manufacturing investment into the country while encouraging 

retention and expansion. naamsa’s mission is to grow, promote, advance, 

and protect this amazing asset, not only for the industry but also for the 

country. 

 

The SA Auto Week is becoming an indispensable platform where all 

automotive industry stakeholders come together once a year to 

intentionally co-create, shape, influence, and listen to one another as we 

engage in insightful, dynamic thought leadership discussions and expert 

presentations from industry leaders and pioneers. These leaders are at 

the forefront of innovation and are driving the important transformation 

journey we have embarked upon as we re-imagine the future of this sector 

together.  

 

We must be proud that the SA Auto Week is not a talk shop. We have 

become an agile and a well-oiled machine that can identify, canvass, 

develop, and implement practical, measurable, and sustainable solutions 

and create progressive opportunities that would collectively help us 

advance our industry into the future. The objective of this year’s SA Auto 

Week was to ensure that we emerge with practical strategies and 

innovative solutions to safeguard our competitiveness, particularly in the  

 



 

 

 

face of emerging technologies like New Energy Vehicles [NEVs], as well 

as global challenges like affordability crises.  

 

As Captains of Industry from across the entire automotive value 

chain, government officials, policymakers, regulators, lawmakers, 

administrators, private sector business partners, labour movement 

colleagues, and various social partners, we knew we needed to converge 

onto this platform to present our thoughts and make practical suggestions 

on how, together, we could advance the interests of the automotive 

industry, South Africa, and her people. 

 

A well-attended and a very successful Media Day was held on 15 October 

2024 where the whole day was spent interacting with our industry’s 

content creators, communicators, and public educators around some of 

the performance challenges we have experienced during what proved to 

be a challenging first nine months of the year. 

 

On 16 and 17 October 2024, naamsa deliberately curated a content rich 

programme with 16 panel discussions and various presentations over 

three stages along with displays of historic and new generation vehicles 

and technologies. The attendance by President Cyril RAMAPHOSA’s and 

his policy pronouncement on the New Energy Vehicles unequivocal 

about-turn announced on 17 October 2024 was one of the highlights of 

the event. In his speech, the President said, “We are working to finalise 

comprehensive NEV policy guidelines that do not exclude alternative  



 

 

 

technologies such as hybrids and plug-in hybrids. Consideration must be 

given to incentives for manufacturers as well as tax rebates or subsidies 

for consumers to accelerate the uptake of electric vehicles. This is not just 

about creating a greener future but also about ensuring South Africa 

remains competitive in the global market”.  

 

This is a massive new policy direction for our industry and for the country. 

Our naamsa Executive Team has lobbied very hard not only to get the 

President to come and address us, but to bring this groundbreaking news 

is all that we have all been yearning for.  

 

South Africa should be proud of the development of its automotive 

industry that has been a remarkable story of innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and economic growth over the past 100 years. The automotive industry 

has been and will remain fundamental to South Africa’s economy, and 

government recognises the importance of a growing automotive industry, 

as its social and economic impact extends well beyond vehicle and 

automotive component manufacturing. 

 

Once again, thank you to all our naamsa members, associate members, 

partners, sponsors, the media and industry friends for investing your time 

in us during the 2024 SA Auto Week in Cape Town. I trust our 

deliberations have been empowering and would help us all to accelerate 

our industrial development path as a sector into the future. Let us remain 

focused on how we can collectively shape a resilient and sustainable  



 

 

 

future for the South African automotive industry, ensuring that it continues 

to thrive for the next 100 years. 

 


