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THE AUTOMOTIVE BUSINESS COUNCIL South African Automotive Industry

Panel Discussion

“Infrastructure Investment as a Lever for Global Competitiveness”
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2024
Stage: Presidential
Time: 12:20 -13:00

Facilitator Vukani MNGXATI Country Managing Director Accenture SA

Panellist Neale HILL Managing Director Ford Motor Company

Panellist Hon. Minister Andrew Deputy Minister: Trade, Industry, and Department of Trade, Industry,
WHITFIELD Competition and Competition

Panellist Yolisa KANI Chief Business Development Officer Transnet SOC

Panellist Arthur MTOMBENI Managing Director Shatterprufe

The South African Automotive Masterplan [SAAM 2035] sets the objective of growing South Africa’s
vehicle production to 1% of global output and aims to increase the annual export value of the South
African automotive industry from approximately R201 billion in 2019 to R400 billion by 2035. The
effective functioning of the logistics and infrastructure sector is paramount to maintain
competitiveness, as expenses associated with shipping and transportation play a vital role in

determining the competitiveness of South Africa’s vehicle and component exports.

Facilitator Ntate Vukani MNGXATI [Country Managing Director | Accenture SA] led a conversation to
explore the role of port and logistics infrastructure and the importance of effective private-public

partnerships in supporting the SAAM 2035 trade objectives for the South African automotive sector.

The session panellists Ntate Neale HILL [Managing Director | Ford Motor Company]; Hon. Deputy
Minister Andrew WHITFIELD [Deputy Minister: Trade, Industry and Competition]; Mme Yolisa KANI
[Chief Business Development Officer | Transnet SOC]; and Ntate Arthur MTOMBENI [Managing
Director | Shatterprufe] agreed that robust port and logistics infrastructure was central to driving the
ambitions of the sector, and that public-private partnership governance structures are needed to
identify and address sector-specific challenges with a view to drive greater port-rail modal integration

and port competitiveness.

Discussions included the various workstreams being implemented by Transnet to increase the

capacity utilisation of rail transport; bolster investment in rolling stock and implement a robust

Directors: Billy TOM, President | Neale HILL, Inmediate Past President | Mikel MABASA, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer

Peter VAN BINSBERGEN, Vice President: Manufacturing OEMs | Thato MAGASA, Vice President: Retailing OEMs | Jan AICHINGER, Vice President: MHVC OEMs




rehabilitation and retrofitting programme. Attendees heard about the core tenants of Project
Ukuvuselela and how this strategic initiative will support the automotive sector. The key takeaway from
discussions was that there are two collaboration modalities which are required — public-private
partnerships, as well as cross-functional government collaboration to hasten the speed of

implementation of strategic initiatives.



