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THE AUTOMOTIVE BUSINESS COUNCIL South African Automotive Industry

Panel Discussion
“Cleaner Fuels 2: Embracing Cleaner Fuel Technologies”
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024

Stage: Centenary
Time: 12:15-13:00

Facilitator  cjemence MCNULTY  Partner EY
Pl Mike WHITFIELD Chief Executive Officer  Stellantis SA
Panellist iati
Fani TSHIFULARO Chief Executive Officer | Ue!S Industry Association of South
Africa [FIASA]
Panellist Karl BEYLEVELD Automotive Engineer Volkswagen Group Africa
Panellist iqui
Poter MORGAN Chief Executive Officer Liquids Fuels Wholesalers

Association SA

Facilitator Mme Clémence MCNULTY led a discussion on the current fuel production and distribution
ecosystem and deliberated key legislative and economic factors impacting South Africa’s readiness
to support the introduction of Clean Fuels 2. Panellists Ntate Mike WHITFIELD [CEO | Stellantis SA];
Ntate Fani Tshifularo [CEO | Fuels Industry Association of South Africa]; Karl BEYLEVELD [Automotive
Engineer | VW Group Africa]; and Peter MORGAN [CEO | Liquid Fuels Wholesalers Association SA]
all acknowledged the need for South Africa to move to CF2 to support improved environmental
outcomes, but agreed that the closures of several domestic refineries and increased reliance on
imported fuel posed a significant threat to energy security. From a legislative-perspective, it is
imperative that government implement and enforce stringent fuel quality regulations, and panellists
concurred that the transition to CF2 will affect fuel prices, which will impact the transport sector and
eventually consumers of all commodities, and it is essential that stakeholders balance the

environmental benefits of the transition with its economic affordability.

On the topic of diesel adulteration, panellists agreed that unscrupulous individuals adulterate diesel
with illuminating paraffin as a tax-avoidance mechanism, and stricter enforcement of fuel quality
regulations are required; however a shortage of national inspectors and the lack of access to rapid
sampling and testing services does constrain the implementation of robust enforcement activities.
Attendees heard about increasing occurrences of customer complaints of poor vehicle performance
in certain regions, which are related to iron/ferrocene contamination, and which result in increased

warranty claims.
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Panellists agreed that the a collaborative approach to the drafting of fuel quality regulations can yield
positive outcomes, such as the recent SABS drafting of regulations which will now include limits and
test methodologies for iron/ferrocene. The panel agreed that all ecosystem role players have an
interest in supporting the transition to CF2, as it will have a significant impact on the ability for OEMs
to introduce advanced vehicle technologies in the domestic market and export markets where stricter
emissions standards apply; and to support South Africa’s international commitments to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions and reducing our national carbon footprint.
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